
 

FIELD BULLETIN 
Humanitarian governance in Nepal1: lessons learned and challenges from 

the response to the natural disasters in Dang and Kaski during 2012 

Background  

In May 2012, a massive flash flood just north of Pokhara, the district headquarters of Kaski District and the 
main tourist hub in the Western Region of Nepal, caused immense destruction. In a matter of seconds, a 
powerful wall of water swept away several settlements 
along the Seti River, breaching river banks downstream 
and damaging the water supply for Pokhara, a city with 
a quarter million inhabitants. Reportedly, 28 people lost 
their lives and many more were injured. In July and 
August 2012, Dang District in the Mid Western Tarai 
Region was affected by the flooding of two separate 
rivers in a period of less than two weeks. The floods, 
which in certain areas reached up to one and half 
meters (five feet) above the normal water level, 
damaged over two thousand shelters, houses or 
buildings – completely destroying around 165 – mostly 
those of poor families. It left the area cut-off for several 
days and many households lost cattle, stored grains or 
crops in the fields. Reportedly, two people lost their 
lives and many more were affected2. 

Nepal is one of the most disaster prone countries in the 
world. It is ranked in the top 20 of countries most at risk 
to multiple natural hazards including earthquakes, 
flooding, landslides and glacial lake outburst floods. 
More specifically, Nepal is listed 11th most at risk to earthquakes, 30th to floods and fourth at high risk to 
disasters resulting from climate change in the next 30 years3. In the past four decades, an estimated five 
million people have been affected and more than 27,000 – or two per day on average – have lost their lives as 
a result of natural disasters and many more have been injured4. The most recent flooding in Nepal during late 
June 2013, resulting from incessant monsoon rainfall, has reportedly cost the lives of nearly 60 people and 
affected hundreds of households in the Far and Mid Western Regions and continues to affect the daily lives of 
people in the Eastern, Central and Far Western part of the country5.  

This Field Bulletin looks at government preparedness and response structures and mechanisms in place to 
respond to natural disasters at the district level. It does this from the perspective of Kaski and Dang which 
both were affected by natural disasters during 2012. The findings are based on observations and interviews 

                                                           
1 Humanitarian Governance is defined as the increasingly organized and internationalized attempt to save the lives, enhance the welfare, and reduce 

the suffering of the world's most vulnerable populations. Source: Humanitarian Governance Annual Review of Political Science Vol. 16: 379-398. 
2 Respective reports of the District Disaster Relief Committees (DDRCs) of Dang and Kaski districts. 
3 For more information see Maple croft, 2010; the climate change vulnerability index. Bath, UK: Maple croft. Available at: http://www.maplecroft.com/ 

and the Nepal UNDAF under outcome number 7, page 35. Available at: http://un.org.np/sites/default/files/UNDAF_2013-2017.pdf (Also see 
UNDP/BCPR ‘Reducing Disaster Risk: A challenge for development’ 2004 with regard to earthquakes floods). 

4 For more information see UNISDR, 2009. Nepal Country Report: Global Assessment of Risk: ISDR Global Assessment Report on Poverty and Disaster 
Risk. Geneva: UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction. 

5 Source: National Emergency Operation Center, Ministry of Home Affairs, contacted on July 12, 2013. 
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with local government officials, national and international non-governmental humanitarian organizations, 
members of civil society and the community, as well direct observations and involvement during the 
response. It describes the government structures and mechanisms at the district, regional and national levels 
and analyzes the effectiveness of the response by government and non-government actors in the respective 
districts. Lastly, the Field Bulletin provides an overview of some of the main lessons learned as well as 
challenges identified and concludes with some suggestions from humanitarian actors to address these.  

National and district level institutional arrangements  

In 2009, the Government of Nepal (GoN) developed the National Strategy for Disaster Risk Management to 
support the mainstreaming of disaster risk reduction into the development planning at all governance levels. 
In line with the national strategy the Nepal Risk Reduction Consortium6 was established in 2011, as a means 
to bridge the gap between humanitarian and development partners working on disaster risk reduction. 
Through the consortium’s five Flagship programs7 – in particular Flagship Two: Emergency Preparedness and 
Response – the government aims to enhance its response capacities at the district, regional and national 
levels. 

In accordance with the Natural Calamity Relief Act of 1982, the Central Natural Disaster Relief Committee was 
established to formulate and implement policies and programs relating to natural disaster relief work in 
Nepal8.  Regional Disaster Relief Committees (RDRCs) – based in Dhankuta, Hetauda, Pokhara, Surkhet and 
Doti districts – were established at the regional level to liaise between the Central and District Disaster Relief 
Committees (DDRCs) and facilitate coordination between the DDRCs. For instance, in case a disaster is 
affecting more than one district the RDRC ensures a coordinated response between the affected districts. 
Finally, the DDRC is responsible for disaster preparedness and response planning and providing relief 
assistance to people affected by natural disasters in the district. 

From 2011 onwards, DDRCs started implementing the Disaster Preparedness and Response Planning (DPR 
Plan) in all 75 districts of Nepal. In order to support this process the GoN (Home Ministry) developed the DPR 
Plan Guidance Note9. The Guidance Note defines the roles and responsibilities for all relevant district-level 
stakeholders and stipulates the establishment of humanitarian clusters10 at the district level. For instance, in 

                                                           
6 An international Consortium (the members include Asian Development Bank, IFRC, UNDP, UN OCHA, UN ISDR and WB) formed in May 2009 to 

support GoN in developing a long-term DRR Action Plan building on the NSDRM in line with Hyogo Framework of Action 2005-2015. NRRC: DRR in 
Nepal Flagship Programs. Donor NRRC members include AusAid, DFID, EU, JICA, US Embassy.                                                                                               
More information available at:  http://un.org.np/coordinationmechanism/nrrc 

7 Flagship Area 1: School and hospital safety. Flagship Area 2: Emergency preparedness and response capacity. Flagship Area 3: Three: Flood 
management in the Koshi river basin. Flagship Area 4: Integrated community based DRR/management. Flagship Area 5: Policy/Institutional support 
for DRM.  

8 The Natural Calamity Relief Act, 1982 of the GoN has been amended in 1989 and 1992. It defines Natural Disaster Relief Work in order to remove the 
grief and inconvenience caused to the people, to rehabilitate the victims of the natural disaster, to protect the property and life of the people and to 
make advance preparation thereof. More information available at: http://www.drrgon.gov.np/en/ 

9  The Guidance Note is available at: http://un.org.np/attachments/guidance-note-2011-preparing-disaster-preparedness-response-plan 
10 The cluster approach is essentially a sectoral group being led by a cluster lead that is responsible for the response in the respective cluster. In Nepal, 

there are 11 clusters (e.g. health, education, shelter, etc,) at the central level coordinated by the GoN and supported by international organizations.  
At the district level the clusters are led by the government and the number of clusters may vary according to the need or the agencies present in the 
district.  

http://un.org.np/coordinationmechanism/nrrc
http://www.drrgon.gov.np/en/
http://www.drrgon.gov.np/en/
http://un.org.np/attachments/guidance-note-2011-preparing-disaster-preparedness-response-plan
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case of small and medium-scale disasters the DDRC manages the overall emergency response at the district11. 
The Chief District Officer (CDO) conveys the DDRC meeting which, in case deemed necessary, initiates the 
mobilization of rescue teams in the affected areas and provides relief assistant to the affected people. As 
provisioned in DPR Plan, the DDRC may also decide to activate the district-level clusters and conduct a joint-
assessment in the affected areas.  

Disaster preparedness and response in Kaski and Dang 

Since 2011, the GoN – in close coordination and collaboration with national and international humanitarian 
partners – has focused on enhancing its capacity for preparedness and response at the district level and in 
this regard introduced the cluster-approach at both district and national level. As a result, the respective 
DDRCs of Kaski and Dang districts were able to lead a largely efficient one-door system on coordination, 
decision-making and resource management in the response during the districts’ 2012 disasters. A staff 
member of an international NGO remarked that, “The district-level clusters were regularly assessing the 
situation and on standby to respond to the needs that arose during the course of the disaster”12.  

Activation of the clusters depends on the nature and scale of the disaster. For instance, the Kaski Local 
Development Officer (LDO) pointed out that after the Seti flash flood only few clusters were activated – e.g. 
coordination, search and rescue, shelter and education – as it was considered to be a small-scale disaster. The 
education cluster conducted an assessment of the impact of the flood on the education sector in the affected 
area and found that a small number of students were unable to reach their school due to a damaged bridge. 
The cluster then organized alternative arrangements for the students until the bridge was repaired. 

Both government and UN disaster focal persons13 remarked that the DPR Plan process and progress achieved 
by the GoN has strengthened the capacity at all levels and made the State more effective in preparing for and 
responding to disasters14. However, continuous efforts are required to further enhance the quality of the 
plans, to guarantee sufficient budget allocation and, importantly, assure effective implementation of the DPR 
Plan during the onset of disaster15. District level authorities and humanitarian organizations both noted that, 
“Since the implementation of the DPR Plan in 2011, traditional response systems have changed into more 
collective efforts for preparedness and response. A culture of coordination has been established and clusters 
have been decentralized”. They added that, “Civil society, private sector and media are increasingly involved 
in mobilizing local resources to respond to the needs of disaster victims. Response coordination has become 
more systematic and contributed to a reduced duplication of non-monetary resources”16. 

During the Seti flood, for instance, Nepal Red Cross Society (NRCS) volunteers and police were mobilized from 
nearby local units to support the rapid response. The district’s search and rescue team was able to reach the 
affected area within three hours of the onset of the flood which, under normal circumstances, would take 
around one and half hours by vehicle from Pokhara. Apparently, the first relief packages reached the affected 
area after five hours. The first DDRC meeting was held on the second day of the disaster with various 
humanitarian organizations arriving to support the emergency response17. The DDRC conducted frequent 
field observations and organized a meeting in the affected area to elicit views from affected people on the 
effectiveness of the response provided, which reportedly was the first time this ever happened. The 
effectiveness of the response in Dang was largely similar albeit reportedly no consultation meetings were 
held with affected people.  

Lesson learned from Dang and Kaski 

This section presents a summary of some of the main lessons learned from the response to the 2012 natural 

disasters in Dang and Kaski as shared by governmental and non-governmental humanitarian actors present 

                                                           
11 Classification depends upon the extent of damage and response capacity of the local government. In practice, small-scale disasters are more 

localized and within the response capacity of the district; in medium-scale disasters the district seeks support from the national government or 
multi-stakeholders; in large-scale disaster the government seeks international humanitarian assistance.  

12 Interview with World Vision International (WVI) in Kaski, March 2013. 
13 Stated by the joint-secretary of MoHA and UN disaster specialist during a regional DPR Plan workshop in Pokhara, April 2013. 
14 The District Lead Support Agencies provided technical and logistic support to DDRCs in preparation of the DPR Plan in most districts. MoHA recorded 

that 74 districts have prepared a DPR Plan at the end of December 2012.  
15 Stated during the regional DPR Plan workshops in Surkhet and Pokhara, April 2013, respectively.  
16 Interview with the Kaski LDO, WVI and NRCS in Kaski and the RRN/CSP in Dang, March 2013. 
17 Interview with the DDRC and NRCS in Kaski and Dang, February and March 2013, respectively. 
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during the response in the districts. The points are not in order of importance and the list is by no means 

exhaustive; however, it reflects some of the more obvious lessons that can be drawn from the respective 

responses.  

The need to conduct joint inter-agency damage assessments is imperative in order to obtain a 

comprehensive picture of the extent of the damage and the immediate needs. Having valid and up-to-date 

information is vital in the evidence based decision-making process and contributes to a more efficient use of 

resources while responding to disasters. In Kaski district, the DDRC had formed a task-force comprising both 

government and non-government actors to carry out a joint-assessment in the affected area18. The task-force 

conducted observations and interviews in the affected areas and carried out a multi-sectoral analysis to 

respond in the most effective and efficient manner to the need of the affected people.  

The presence of an adequate response capacity at the local 

level is critical in order provide immediate relief support to 

affected people during small-scale disasters. The GoN 

introduced a provision for a disaster relief fund of 300,000 

rupees for the DDRC and 700,000 for the RDRC, respectively19. 

In addition, a team of 25 police personnel is on standby for 

search and rescue in each district. In 2011, the Armed Police 

Force (APF) established a disaster risk management center in 

Chitwan District20, however, as commented by the DSP of APF 

in Dang, “There are only few fully trained human resources in 

the security forces and not all of them are equipped 

adequately for effective and timely response. For instance, in a 

sad incident during the flood response in Dang, a rescue 

worker of the APF was killed while rescuing the people, as he 

was not properly equipped and trained”21.  

Most districts have the capacity to respond to small-scale disasters. A Dang NRCS staff member estimated 

that the district has the capacity to respond to the needs of 150 families. However, as explained by the LDO, 

they need extra support on cross-cutting issues, such as protection support for children and pregnant or 

lactating mothers. Staff members of various humanitarian organizations in Dang stated that “Building the 

capacity of the community is important as they are often the first responders in any kind of disaster. There is 

a need for more disaster risk reduction initiatives at the local level in order to develop an enhanced disaster-

resilient community”22 (see box: I).  

The need for active early warning systems as the number of unusual floods and landslides with greater 

damage and loss of property has increased in recent years. Climate change and infrastructure development 

have increased vulnerability, particularly in the hills and mountains. The Kaski CDO shared that “The Seti flood 

was unexpected as it occurred during the spring season. People were not prepared, which perhaps 

contributed to a higher number of casualties”. The Kaski LDO added that “During the time of the flood, 

people were bathing in the hot springs near the river banks, wage laborers were collecting sand and pebbles 

in and along the riverbed and as there was no warning they had no time to escape the flood”23. Based on this 

experience, the Kaski DDRC established a community-based early warning system in 2013, which links the 

communities living up and down stream of the Seti River24.  

                                                           
18 The task-force in Kaski comprised the DEO, DAO, DDC, NRCS, UNFCO and VDC Secretaries. Similarly in Dang, it was the NRCS, police and VDC 

Secretary. 
19 The Disaster Relief and Response Fund Standard 2064 BS (Second Amendment, 2069 BS), MOHA, Nepal. 
20 Interview with the SP of police and DSP of APF, Dang, March 2013. 
21 Interview with the APF and locals in Sisahaniya VDC, Dang, February 2013.  
22 Multiple interviews in Dang with UNDP, Action Aid Nepal, Practical Action, NRCS, Rural Reconstruction Nepal (RRN) and Handicap International (HI), 

February and March 2013. 
23 Interview with the Kaski LDO, March 2013. 
24 The early warning system was established with support of the ‘building disaster resilient communities’ project and Department of Hydrology and 

Meteorology. Interview with the Project Coordinator of the “Building Disaster Resilient Communities” Project in Kaski, March 2013. 

Box I:  “Our disabled-friendly community shelter, 
constructed in 2012, benefits up to 155 
households. We have installed a rain gauge in the 
Rangsing River and keep stock of response 
equipment, i.e. five sets each of sirens, life jackets, 
buckets, first aid kits, tarpaulins, blankets, etc.  
These days, locals will be able to receive early 
warning with regard to flood dangers and prepare 
themselves to move into the shelter that gives 
priority to the disabled community members. 
During the July 2012 flood, we used microphones 
and sirens to inform people. Previously, a 
traditional mind-set existed that disasters occurred 
due to god’s will, but we know now that 
preparedness can reduce risks and save lives”.  
Source: Chairperson of the Malmala Community 
Disaster Management Committee, Gobariya VDC, 
Dang. 
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Box II:  Tiger is coming - Flood is coming 

In Kharapani, people mentioned that “people screamed 
Badi Aayo (flood is coming), which was understood as Bagh 
Aayo (tiger is coming). As a result people got confused and 
looked for the tiger”. There were no early warning 
mechanisms active in the Seti River basin, although a 
number of local people observed some early indications of a 
flood coming. “Water in the river was muddy and the water 
level decreased to one third of its normal level during two 
weeks before flooding. However, we did not think of the 
possibility of a flood and therefore did not inform the 
district authorities”. People who were informed of flooding 
by telephone did not understand the message or did not 
believe it. Some said they heard a sound like an explosion, 
while others observed the vibration of buildings or electric 
poles.  

Source: local people in the affected area in Kaski District 

Recognizing the role of local media and civil society 

both in the preparedness and response phase of a 

disaster and thus encouraging their participation in 

each step of the process. The Kaski CDO stated that 

the media was able to “Transmit messages to inform 

people, bringing them together and collect funds 

through civil society or the public during the response 

phase”. For instance, more than six million rupees 

were collected in the Seti River Relief Fund initiated 

by Annapurna Radio25. The fund was used to purchase 

food and non-food items, construct houses and 

buildings and provide cash support to entrepreneurs 

who had lost their shops or businesses. Similarly, the 

private sector and civil society in Dang contributed 

around three and a half million rupees to the DDRC 

Relief Fund during last year’s flood26. A Kaski-based reporter argued that, “If media is mobilized more lives 

could potentially be saved during a disaster through timely dissemination of information”. He acknowledged, 

however, that most reporters lack the capacity to systematically report on disaster related information. 

Proper dead body management was for the first time implemented during the Seti flood in accordance with 
the 2012 Dead Body Management Guidelines27. The guidelines provide a detailed description of the process 
of dead body management, including collection, identification, handover and final funerals rites based on 
religious or cultural practices. During the Seti flood, 28 deaths and 30 people missing were reported. 12 
bodies were identified and buried on the bank of the river following the guidelines, i.e. establishing 
identification with fingerprints and DNA test28. The strict adherence to the guidelines resulted in the 
Government being able to handover the body of a foreigner to the family almost two months after it was 
buried. A NRCS staff member shared that, “In terms of dead body management, the management during the 
Seti flood in Kaski District provides a valuable experience”.   

Challenges identified in Dang and Kaski 

This section provides a summary of some of the main challenges identified during the response to the 2012 
natural disasters in Dang and Kaski as shared by governmental and non-governmental humanitarian actors 
present during the response in the districts. The points are not in order of importance and the list is by no 
means exhaustive; however, it reflects some of the more obvious challenges encountered during the 
respective responses. 

There is a need for enhanced coordination and collaboration, though both government officials and 
humanitarian actors commended the improved coordination and collaboration between government and 
non-government humanitarian organizations in the past few years. However, more can be done in this 
respect and all actors involved are encouraged to continue their good efforts to bolster the disaster 
preparedness and response capacity at the district, regional and national level. A NRCS staff member stated 
that, “Both inter and intra-cluster coordination needs to be strengthened further in order to achieve even 
more effective humanitarian response in the districts”.  

Both private sector and civil society are emerging actors in the humanitarian field. Potentially one of the first 
responders during natural disasters, the efforts of local private sector or civil society members could 
contribute significantly to life saving efforts. However, administrative and bureaucratic hurdles remain, such 
as for instance the transfer of private sector resources to the government, which is a complex process. Also, 
there does not seem to be a coherent strategy in terms of mobilizing funds from the private sector, local 

                                                           
25 Interview with Annapurna Radio in Kaski, March 2013. 
26 Interview with local people in Sisahaniya VDC, Dang, February 2013.  
27 Guidelines are available in Nepali only, at: http://www.moha.gov.np//uploads/publications/file/Binder1_20120518032420.pdf 
28 The test was supported by the ICRC and the Teaching Hospital in Kathmandu under guidance of the DDRC. 

http://www.moha.gov.np/uploads/publications/file/Binder1_20120518032420.pdf
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charities or other donors. In addition, as an Annapurna Radio staff member mentioned, “Doubts have been 
raised over the issue of transparency and best use of resources”29.  

Timely and reliable dissemination of information is imperative in saving lives during disasters as it provides 

people living in areas at risk the ability to find shelter on time. In addition, responders and relief organizations 

need timely and reliable information in order to effectively and efficiently plan their response. However, 

during the respective disasters, rumors and contradictory information created confusion and consequently 

delayed response activities. A Regional Administration Official in the Western Region mentioned that, “There 

was a lack of valid sources of information and early warning systems in the district”30. Moreover, 

inaccessibility, damaged infrastructure and breakdown of communication systems were also challenges to a 

timely response. “During the Seti flood relief workers were unable to reach a village on the other side of the 

river due to a damaged bridge. Only after two days a helicopter patrolled the area and confirmed that the 

families of the village were safe. Earlier, it was assumed that there were no survivors”31. 

Frequent transfer of government officials and absence of local elected bodies are major challenges in the 

effective and efficient implementation of preparedness and response planning32. Humanitarian actors argued 

that, “District officials need at least two to three months to familiarize themselves with the local level 

context, but once they have sufficient knowledge of the district context they are transferred”. Apparently, 

Kaski had three different CDOs in one year, with one transfer taking place three months after the Seti flood. 

Humanitarian actors involved in post-disaster response mentioned that this contributed to a delay in post-

disaster support activities. For instance, the new CDO needed time to understand the context before deciding 

on the location for construction of a rehabilitation project for displaced families in one affected VDC. 

Similarly, locals in Sishaniya VDC of Dang mentioned that with support of the CDO and district level-

stakeholders they had developed a long-term plan to reduce vulnerability of their VDC to recurrent flooding. 

However, after a few months into the process the CDO was transferred which delayed the implementation of 

the plan.  

The absence of local elected bodies also affects the institutionalization of risk reduction initiatives. Various 

humanitarian actors argued that, “Had there been elected local bodies, there would be more downward 

accountability and more ownership in disaster response and post disaster schemes. There would be more 

advocacy and lobby with development actors and government”33. Since humanitarian actors have limited 

resources, local elected bodies could enforce disaster risk reduction activities in the district development 

planning process in order to reduce vulnerability and strengthen the capacity of the local communities34.  

Development projects or physical structures that are constructed without a proper ‘environmental impact 

assessment (EIA)’ or do not subsequently address the risk factors identified have increased vulnerability35 to 

disasters. Permanent structures like irrigation dams or culverts sometimes are responsible for repelling the 

river water to settlements36 as these structures may cause the river beds to rise and as a result change the 

course of the river37. People from Sisahaniya in Dang pointed out that this is a major cause of flooding in their 

community. During July 2012, the flood water reached up to one and half meters (five feet) above the normal 

water level and cut-off transportation. Both local community members and humanitarian actors suggested 

that development actors carry out detailed risk assessments or EIAs while designing development projects in 

order to reduce risks. 

                                                           
29 Interview with a staff member of Annapurna Radio in Kaski, March 2013. 
30 Interview with the joint-secretary of the Western Regional Administration office, Kaski, March 2013. 
31 Interview with teachers of the Himalaya Danphe Primary School, Machhapuchhre-9, March 2013. 
32 For more information please visit: http://www.ekantipur.com/the-kathmandu-post/2013/01/24/related_articles/nepal-portfolio-performance-

review-donors-blame-govt-for-project-letdowns/244501.html 
33 Interview with NRCS, WVI and AAN in Kaski, March 2013. 
34 Interview with NRCS, Kaski, March 2013. 
35 Please refer to Field Bulletin issue 30.  http://un.org.np/headlines/rchco-field-bulletin-natural-disaster-challenges-rukkum-district-issue-30 
36 Interview with a social worker in Sisahaniya VDC, Dang, February 2013. 
37 Interview with the Secretary of the River Bank Protection Committee in Sisahaniya, Dang, February 2013. 

http://www.ekantipur.com/the-kathmandu-post/2013/01/24/related_articles/nepal-portfolio-performance-review-donors-blame-govt-for-project-letdowns/244501.html
http://www.ekantipur.com/the-kathmandu-post/2013/01/24/related_articles/nepal-portfolio-performance-review-donors-blame-govt-for-project-letdowns/244501.html
http://un.org.np/headlines/rchco-field-bulletin-natural-disaster-challenges-rukkum-district-issue-30
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Conclusion 

Much has been achieved in the field of disaster risk reduction in Nepal in recent years. Disaster preparedness 
and response has been getting increased attention at all levels which contributed to a reduction in human 
casualties and loss of property during the onset and direct aftermath of natural disasters. The capacity of the 
GoN to respond to natural disasters has improved considerably with the introduction of the DPR Plan in 2011. 
Government and non-government humanitarian actors in both districts acknowledged that the 
implementation of the DPR Plan has added significant value to the overall preparedness and response 
initiatives. The coordination and collaboration between government and non-governmental humanitarian 
actors also improved, particularly in the areas of joint-planning, response and the strengthening of district-
level clusters.  
 
As was underlined by the GoN the DPR Plan is a living document and needs regular monitoring and review. 
Disaster risk reduction activities should continue to focus on building capacity of people living in vulnerable 
areas and support the implementation of community-managed early warning systems. Humanitarian actors 
stressed that the culture of relief should shift to a culture of preparedness. Also disaster risk reduction should 
be mainstreamed into district development planning to secure adequate resource allocation. The role of local 
media and civil society with respect to disaster risk reduction is increasingly recognized and should be further 
bolstered. Finally, the experiences from the response to the 2012 disasters in Dang and Kaski districts provide 
valuable lessons learned to further enhance the overall level of preparedness and response to natural 
disasters, and hopefully will contribute to a reduced human suffering and loss of life in the event of future 
disasters.   
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